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any famewemay gainindividudly.

PRACTICE GOOD HYGIENE: Badodors
aredigtracting.

LEARN THE SCRIPT: Tobeeffectivein puppet
ministry, each puppeteer must know the script or therou-
tine. Itisimpossibletolip syncasong or to participatein
puppet skitsif the puppeteer does not know the script.
Youmust familiarizeyourself with every aspect of thescript
to community thegospel truth effectively.

LEARN TO USE RODS: Takethetimetolearn
to userod-arm puppetseffectively. Thereisnothingworse
than a puppet with an unskilled puppeteer working the
rods. Whenthey happens. armsbend backwardsand other
movementsare awkward.

USE PROPS: You should use props, scenery and
other aidsasmuch aspossibleto help tell your story. It
also gives newer membersof theteam achanceto par-
ticipateinthe process.

HAVE FUN: If you don't enjoy puppetry, don't do
it! Itishard work! It'seven harder if it'snot fun!
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Preface

Thislittleguideisuseful to anyonewhoisamem-
ber of the puppet minigtry intheAfrican-American church.

It isdesigned asateaching guidefor puppet minis-
try leaderswho areinstructing young peopl e about their
roles as members of the puppet ministry of the local
church.

Paragraph stylesdo not follow the usual rulesbut
are broken into separate compl ete thoughts to avoid
overwhdming someyouthwho may belessthan enthused
about large blocks of text.

Thenotesareintended for churchesof the Baptist
faith, but may be used by evangelical groupsof varied
denominationswho promote adramaministry among
African-Americanyouth.

Thesenotes can serveasaguide, but are not writ-
teninstone. Asaways, theHoly Spirit and loca custom
take precedence.



You Want To Be A Part Of
The Puppet Ministry, Why?

When you were a child, you watched a puppet
presentation at church or found yourself captivated by
Big Bird or other characters from Sesame Street. You
were glued to thetelevision set asyou wandered into a
world of imagination that made the puppetsyou watched
seem real even though you knew they werenot! From
that timeforward you were hooked on puppets. You were
attracted to the big onesand thelittle ones. Eventheones
with funny looking facesand strange sounding voicescap-
tivatedyouaswell.

Whenyou becameaChrigiantheHoly Spirit stirred
thisinterest within you. You enjoy giving speeches, read-
ings, performing skitsand interpretations. It took you some
timetofigureit out, but now you know that thisisyour gift
FROM God to be used FOR God as you grow in the
truth and knowledge of your creator. At some point you
decided that you would liketo participatein the puppet
ministry. Now you haveachanceto learntheministry of
puppets asayouth, asyou preparefor adult service.

Thisanswersthe question, "Why do youwant to

practicethe moretimeit takes. Somehow participants
seemtowait until timeisrunning out to get serious.

GIVEITEVERYTHINGYOUHAVE: ThePup-
pet Ministry has been set apart with the sole purpose of
bringing glory to God. Thisisaservant ministry and we
awayswork “behind thescenes’. The Puppet Teamtheme
verseisColossans3:23 (NIV) - “Whatever you do, work
atitwithall your heart, asworking for theLord., not for
men, sinceyou know that you will receiveaninheritance
fromtheLord asareward. ItistheLord Christ you are
sving”

KNOW LOCAL CHURCH CUSTOMS: Ev-
ery church hascustomsand scared thingsand placesthat
must be respected by the dramaministry members. For
example, some churchesdo not allow rehearsalsinthe
sanctuary. Othershavetaboosabout moving certainitems
of furniture or performing productionsin certain areas of
the church edifice. Observe the customs of the local
church. Thiswill helpyouto effectively get themessage
of your ministry acrossto theaudience.
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toys. They arethetoolsweuseto minister with, and
they areexpengve. Rough or carelesshandling of the pup-

pets, props, stage or any equipment may result in suspen-
sonfromtheteam.

NOATTITUDES: puppetry isfunbutitisalso
sressful. Behind that curtain, it'seasy to get oneach other's
nerves. Leaveyour atitudes (Bad ones) at home. There
isno placeinthe puppet ministry for bad attitudes; lifeis
too short and the space behind the curtainisto small.

DON'T BRING VISITORS TO RE-
HEARSAL : Pleasedonot bring vistorsto rehearsd with-
out prior permission of thedirectors. Vistorsmust abide
by the policiesof the puppet team. Parentsare always
welcomeat any time, however.

PRAY BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Never begin a
puppet ministry presentation without prayer. If you are
ministering for God you will need hishelp. If you arejust
putting onashow, thendon't call it "ministry.”

START ON TIME: Onebad mark we havefrom
our davehigtory isthat we start everything late. L et your
presentation tart ontime.,
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participatein the puppet ministry?Itisnot "to be seen!”
or "Sol can show everybody how good | am!" or even
"becauseitisfun!™ Itisnotto"play” withall of thefun
puppets. While all of those are real reasons that some
offer, theonly reason you should want to participatein
the puppet ministry of your churchisto praisetheLord.

Asamember of the church puppet ministry, you
have become apart of an exciting areaof serviceinthe
church. In bibletimes, dancers, singers, musiciansand
otherswho participated in the liturgy of worship, took
their tasks serioudy and devoted their livesto their areas
of service. Asapuppeteer you areapart of your church’'s
youth puppet ministry. Just asthe believersof thebible
dedicated their livesto their respective areas of service,
you should do thesame.

The Puppet Ministry
Is Important!

AsaChristian Puppeteer you are part of anim-
portant ministry of your church. Whileyoudo not standin
apulpit or serve asapastor, never-the-lessyou preacha
sermon through your puppet skits. Your wordsand move-
ments, blending inwith othersor standing aone, helpsto
tell the” Good News’ long after theserviceis
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over.

You should remember that you are part of aministry
team. Your task isto useyour talent inany way that is
needed to hel p get the gospel message acrossto thosein
worship. As part of ateam, you must do your part to
cooperate, blend, offer ideasand actively participatein
theministry of dramain your church.

The Puppet Ministry
Is a way to praise God!

AsaChristian Puppeteer, you must alwaysremem-
ber thereason why you performwhichisto offer praise
to God and help minister to othersthrough puppetry. Asa
young puppeteer you arefollowing apatternthat beganin
Bibletimes. Early believersmet frequently asthey sang,
danced and listened to stories about God'sgreatness as
told by their parentsand religiousleaders..

The Bible Encourages
Use of Story Telling In Worship

Thebible hasmany accountsof singing, musicand
liturgy. The Old Testament commanded each fam-
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Tips For Christian Puppeteers

REHEARSAL : You should attend all puppet re-
hearsals. Besureto beontimefor devotionas. Themin-
igry itself isaworship and should not beundertaken with-
out asking God for guidance. Be prepared to remain at
practiceuntil it ends.

GET IN SHAPE: Everyonebeginspuppetingwith
WEAK arms. It takesalot of strength and enduranceto
be a puppeteer. You not only have to have strength to
hold that puppet up above your head, but it takesstamina
and skill in order to make that puppet talk, sing, move
around, or play the piano. Exercise and keep in shape.

WORK YOUR PUPPETS: Therearealot of tech-
nical aspectsto puppeting such as manipulation of the
mouth, proper positioning inside the puppet head, en-
trancesand exits, body and arm position, and coordina-
tionisvery important. All of thesethingscanbemastered
with patienceand practice.

TAKE CARE OFYOUR PUPPETS: Puppeteers
areexpectedto act responsibly at all times. Asapuppe-
teer you must remember that puppets and props are not
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God (edification); 2) He or shecommunicatesin away
that encourages others because of the greatness of God
(exhortation) and 3) He or shecommunicatestheneed to
be comforted and reassured of thelove of God. (com-
fort). Anyonewho speaksor communicatesin any of these
waysisdoingwhat 1 Corinthians 14:3 describes " proph-
esying.”

That meansa Christian puppeteer isaperson who
usesthegift of prophesy or communicationto minister to
others. The Christian dramatist exercisesagift of thespirit,
that when used properly, hel ps othersto understand and
appreciate God better.

They Don't Do That
At My Church

WhilePuppetry and itsmany formsisan acceptable
teaching, preaching and worship formin many religious
circles, thereare still many churchesin our community
that havereservationsabout itsuse. Most of their reser-
vationsconcernthe possihility that theliturgical message
may belost asworshippersare awed by the spectacl e of
the puppetsthemselves. Each congregationisledinthis
respect by itspastor. All membersof any congregation
shouldfollow thelead of their pastor inthismatter.
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ily to teachitschildren thelawsand commandments of
God. Inaddition, each family wastold the story of their
Exodusfrom davery to freedom. Thus, by biblical man-
date, familiesbecameofficia story tellerscommissioned
totell thestory of God'sgoodnessto the people.

Thebibleencouragestheuseof dance, music, songs
and verbal story telling to praise God and toteach his
laws and commandments to the people. Puppetry isa
meansto tell astory. Thestory that istoldin Christian
puppetry isthe story of God'swork inour lives.

Look at how Moses told each family to become
dory telers:

Psalm 150 (Living Bible)

Deu 6:6 And these words, which I command
theethisday, shall beinthine heart:

Deu 6:7 Andthou shdt teachthemdiligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thinehouse, and when thou wa kest by theway, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

Deu 6:8 Andthou shdt bindthemfor asgnupon
thine hand, and they shall be asfrontletsbetween thine
eyes.

Deu 6:9 Andthou shat writethem uponthe
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postsof thy house, and onthy gates.

Thus, each person was charged with theresponsibility
of telling the story through avariety of means, one of
whichwasverba communication aoneor in conjunction
with other waysof communicating.

Thestory of God'sgoodnesswastold through stories
of God'sgreatnessor stories set to music or storiesac-
companied by dance. The purpose of each story telling
episode wasto praise God.

When Jesus came He commanded believers to go
throughout the entireworld and to teach, preach and bap-
tize inthe name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghogt.

In Matthew 28:19 Jesussaid, "Go yetherefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Mat 28:20 Teaching themto observeall thingswhat-
soever | have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

The command was clear, Go, Teach and Reach men
for Jesus. Story telling, aswell asdancing, singing and
musica instruments can be used to praise God.

All of these combineto formwhat know today asthe
Churchdramaministry.

What Is A Christian Puppeteer?

What isaChristian Puppeteer? How doesthat dif-
fer from asecular or worldly puppeteer?A Christian pup-
peteer isonewho participatesin astorytelling activity for
the express purpose of teaching, preaching or witnessing
to othersabout thetruthsof the Chrigtianlifeor to glorify
God.. Some Christian puppeteersmay use secular themes
todemondratethesetruths. Othersareclearly liturgica in
nature. Liturgical refersto public worship servicesand
ceremonies inthe Christian Church. Liturgica puppetry
isaform of worshipinwhichthestory that istold conveys
meaningsimportant to the understanding and apprecia-
tion of God.

It is a spiritual gift

Believersreceive many giftsfrom God. Giftsareto
beused to glorify and praise God. 1 Corinthians 12 list
severd categoriesof gifts, oneof whichisthegift of proph-
esy (1 Corinthians 12:10) A person who prophesiesis
onewho communicateswith othersoneof threethingson
behaf God: 1) He or she communicatestheneed to build
themselvesup areadinessfor
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